A VERY WARM WELCOME TO KENYA

On behalf of H. E. Dr. William Samoei Ruto, EGH, the President of the Republic of Kenya,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development, and the people of Kenya, I have
the distinct honour of extending a warm welcome to all the delegates attending the 13th
World Potato Congress (WPC) 2026, scheduled to take place from 26th to 30th October
2026, in Naivasha, Nakuru County, Kenya.

Kenya is privileged to welcome the over 1,000 international delegates representing more
than 60 nations who will be attending this year’s congress, under the theme, "Global
Potato Partnership for Enhanced Food Systems, Nutrition Security, and Trade”.
It brings together an esteemed assembly of policymakers, researchers, investors,
business leaders, youth, farmers, consumers, and development partners from around the

world.

We all have a unique opportunity to engage in high-level plenary sessions, deep-dive into
technical presentations, explore cutting-edge innovations, learn practical skills from
mastercalasses and field visits, and network with like-minded participants. Each of these
experiences is carefully co-curated to foster innovation, strengthen strategic partnerships,
and advance our shared goals of attaining food and nutrition security, spotlight impactful
farmer-centric technology-led interventions, raise afoption of best-practices at scale, all

for the benefit of the farmer, consumers, researchers and businesses in this ecosystem.

Kenya takes profound pride in hosting this premier global event, being the first nation in
Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) to be accorded the honour of holding the World Potato
Congress (WPC). We rank among the leading potato producers in SSA, and are the
foremost producer and consumer in the Eastern Africa region. Potato employs 3.5million
people, directly and indirectly, and contributes over USD400mn annually to our GDP.

This Congress therefore convenes at a most opportune moment, as the Government of

Kenya, under the Bottom-Up Economic Transformation Agenda (BETA), has designated



potato as a strategic food crop and a high-impact value chain capable of bolstering food
security, enhancing smallholder incomes, and catalyzing a transformative agro-industrial
private-sector led revolution at scale.

The government is already laying the foundational infrastructure for this, through such
initiatives as subsidised farm inputs, registration of over 7.2 million farmers in a digital
database, the ongoing geomapping of farms for key valuechains, construction of county
agricultural produce aggregation and industrialisation parks (CAIPs) and local value-
addition, formation of and better corporate governance of farmer producer organisations
(FPOs), linkages to markets, youthful agriprenuer-led e-extension services, stringent
compliance with global compliance requirements and favorable trade agreements.

It is my expectation that the deliberations of this Congress will yield actionable solutions
to drive the potato value chain forward, not only within Kenya but across the African
continent and beyond. Under the BETA blueprint, potato production is projected to double

by 2030 from the current output of approximately 3 million metric tonnes.

Our nation is widely renowned for its breathtaking natural attractions and its exceptional
tradition of hospitality. The selection of Naivasha in Nakuru County as the Congress venue
is particularly fitting, as this town is celebrated for its scenic splendor, warm reception of
visitors, and thriving floriculture industry. Notably, Nakuru stands proudly as the leading

potato-producing county in Kenya.

Beyond the carefully curated technical tours, during which delegates will gain first-hand
exposure to the full expanse of Kenya's potato value chain, I extend an earnest invitation
to each of you to venture beyond the conference halls. May you immerse yourselves in
our vibrant culture, explore our beautiful attractions, experience our renowned

hospitality, and feel the genuine warmth of the Kenyan people.

Karibu Sana.
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Hon. Sen. Mutahi Kagwe, EGH

Cabinet Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development
Kilimo House, Cathedral Road

P.O Box 30028-00100, Nairobi



