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08:30

Time: 08.30 – 11.30

Thematic Workshop 01 

International Potato Marketing Group

12:00

12:30

14:00

16:00

MONDAY, 26 OCTOBER

19:00 - 21:00

Time: 12.30 – 15.00

Thematic Workshop 04

International Potato Research Collaborative 

Framework (IPRCF)
Time: 14.00 – 16.30

Thematic Workshop 05

Aeroponics

Time: 15.00 – 17.30

Thematic Workshop06

Global Potato Sustainability (GPS)

Time: 09.00 – 14:00

Thematic Workshop 02

Rooted Apical Cuttings (RAC)

(A lunchtime field trip will follow this workshop from 

11.30 – 14.00)11:30

15:00

17:30

Half Day 

Tour 

Options / 

Guests 

Persons 

Program

Official WPC 2026 Opening 

WPC 2026

Welcome Reception

Time: 09.00 – 12.00

Thematic Workshop 03

Hybrid True Potato Seeds (HTPS)

14:30

WPC 2026 

Registration

& Exhibition 

Open
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08:00

09:00 - 10:15

09:00

09:25

09:50

10:15 - 10:45

10:45 - 12:30 Potato Genetics Water Management
Expansion of Processed Potato Products in the 

Global South 

10:45

Bio-fortified Potatoes for Human Health

Hannele L. Kreuze

CIP, Peru

Advancing Sustainable Intensification through 

Potato Zero Tillage and Rice-straw Mulching in 

Cereal-Based Agroecosystems

Neeraj Sharma 

CIP, India

The India Potato Story 

Soundararadjane S.

Hyfun Group, India

11:05

Biotech Potatoes Potential Role for LB 

Management in Africa

Eric Magembe

CIP-Africa, Kenya

Optimising Water and Nutrient Management for 

Sustainable Potato Production on Sandy Soils

Martin Steyn

University of Pretoria, South Africa

Processing Potato Expansion in East Asia: China’s 

Emerging Role in a Value-Driven Future

Allen Wang

Snow Valley, China 

11:25

Rapid Advance in Potato Breeding through 

Hybrid Approach

Ad Vrolijk

HZPC, The Netherlands

Water Management in Saudi Arabia

Abdulelah Al-Faraj 

Asharqiyah Development Company, Saudi 

Arabia

Processing Potato Expansion in Kenya

Humphrey Mburu

Sereni Fries, Kenya

11:45
TBD

Ohalo Genetics, USA

12:05 Panel Discussion

12:30 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30 Seed Systems Research Collaborative Work in Africa Pests and Diseases 

14:00

Rooted Apical Cuttings: Adoption, Use Cases 

and International Experiences

Monica Parker

Canada 

Methodology and Rationale for a National Strategy 

to Support Potato Producers in South Africa

Willie Jacobs

Potatoes South Africa 

Transferring Potato Late Blight Decision Support 

Systems to Resource-Constrained Settings: Results 

and Lessons from Bangladesh, Rwanda and Guinea

Maxime Bonnave 

C.A.R.A.H., Belgium

14:20

Aeroponics-Based Seed Potato Production

Andre Lachance

Maxi-Plant Inc., Canada

Achieving Sustainable Potato Production through 

Application of Research, Technology and 

Innovation

Patrick Ketiem

Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research 

Organization, Kenya

Harnessing Diploid Breeding to Map and Clone Novel 

Functional Disease Resistances in Potato against Late 

Blight

Amanpreet Kaur

The James Hutton Institute, UK

14:40

Complete Established Seed System

Ansa van Vuuren

Potato Certification Service, South Africa

CIP’s Role in Supporting Collaborative Work in 

Africa

Joyce Maru

CIP - Africa

Can Soil Vitality Deliver the Perfect Potato?

Dirk Uys

South Africa

15:00

Harmonizing Regional Strategy with National 

Reform

Moses Nyongesa

Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research 

Organization, Kenya

15:15 Panel Discussion

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:50

16:00

16:25

17:00

TUESDAY, 27 OCTOBER

Registration Open

PLENARY SESSION 1

Exhibition / Posters / Tea Coffee Refreshments

PLENARY SESSION 2

The Changing World of Potato Trade and Production

Cedric Porter 

World Potato Markets, UK

Panel Discussion

Panel Discussion

Can Soil Vitality Deliver the Perfect Potato?

Supported by Andermatt

Half Day 

Tour 

Options / 

Guests 

Persons 

ProgramWPC 2026 

Registration

& Exhibition 

Open

WPC President Address: WPC Impacts Change through Partnerships and Collaboration

Peter VanderZaag

WPC Inc., Canada

Potatoes for the Globe  

Simon Heck

CIP, Peru

Native Potatoes: Leveraging Biodiversity and Tradition for Opportunity

Máximo Torero

FAO, Italy

Exhibition / Posters / Tea Coffee Refreshments 

Free Evening 

The Business of Branding Idaho® Potatoes

Jamey Higham 

Idaho Potato Commission, USA

Panel Discussion

Panel Discussion

Supported by JKUAT, JICA and WRI

Kenya

Lunch &  Exhibition 
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08:00

09:00 - 10:15

09:00

09:25

09:50

10:15 - 10:45

10:45 - 12:30 Post Harvest Management
Driving Sustainability Through the Potato 

Value Chain
Potato Cyst Nematodes

10:45

Storage Management for Potatoes in a 

Temperate Climate

Josh Brood

Techmark Inc., USA

Sustainability in Perspective of Local Conditions

Jochem Rovers

Agristo, Belgium

Addressing the Challenges of the Invasive Potato Cyst 

Nematodes in the United States

Louise-Marie Dandurand

University of Idaho, USA

11:05

Post-Harvest Management & Value Addition in 

Potato Industry

Yogesh Dahiya

Natural Storage Solutions Pvt. Ltd., India

NEM-EMERGE: Research and Innovation Strategies 

to Manage Potato Cyst Nematodes that Have 

Overcome Current Host Plant Resistances due to 

Genetic Selection

Aska Goverse

Wageningen University & Research, Netherlands

11:25

Reducing Post-Harvest Potato Losses: Practical 

Storage Approaches and Eritrean Insights

Medhanie Mehari

National Agricultural Research Institute, 

Eritrea

PCN: Integration of Research and Policy 

James Price

The James Hutton Institute, UK

11:45

The ‘Standards-Ontology’ Friction: 

Deconstructing the Failure of MNE-Farmer 

Knowledge-Transfer Protocols in the Great Rift 

Valley Potato Value Chain

Emmanuel Busera

Afro Asia Institute of Strategic Studies, 

Kenya

Potato Cyst Nematodes Present a Serious Threat to 

the Potato Industry in East and Southern Africa

Danny Coyne - IITA, Kenya

Solveig Haukeland - ICIPE, Kenya

12:00 Panel Discussion Panel Discussion

12:30 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30 Women and Youth in Potato VC
Advancing Technologies in Potato / Smart 

Farming Technologies

14:00

Driving Inclusivity in Seed Potato Production: 

Insights from a Youthful Agripreneur in Rwanda

Christella Uwase

Bountiful Farmers, Rwanda

Harvest Higher Yields and Better Quality of 

Potatoes on Small Farms with the SHAKTIMAN-

GRIMME “Potato-Growing-System"

Franz Bernd Kruthaup

GRIMME Holding GmbH, Germany

14:20

The Role of Women in Improved Potato 

Production with Focus on RACs for Basic Seed 

Potato Production

Pooja Pandey

CIP, India 

Harnessing Big Data, Pan-Genomes and AI to 

Accelerate Potato Genetic Improvement

Ingo Hein

The James Hutton Institute, UK

14:40

The Challenges and Successes as a Female 

Entrepreneur in Potato Marketing 

Amanda Davidson

WD Potato Limited, Canada

Next Generation Potato Farming; How Drones and 

AI are Driving Precision Agriculture? 

Hawkins Musili

Fahari Aviation, Kenya

15:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:30

16:00

16:25

16:50 - 17:30

19:00 - late

WEDNESDAY, 28 OCTOBER

Panel Discussion

Current Trends in Potato Agroecology – From 

Research to Farmer-Led Practice

Supported by Agricord 

Lunch &  Exhibition 

Exhibition / Posters / Tea Coffee Refreshments

PLENARY SESSION 4

Registration Open

WPC 2026 

Registration

& Exhibition 

Open

PLENARY SESSION 3

Half Day 

Tour 

Options / 

Guests 

Persons 

Program

Improving Soil Health through Functional System Recovery

Chad Hutchinson

The TriCal Group, USA 

Crop Health

Syngenta, Kenya

Panel Discussion

Supported by Crop Trust

Exhibition / Posters / Tea Coffee Refreshments 

Panel Discussion

Supported by Potato Sustainability Alliance

Role of AGRA in Supporting Food Security through the Potato

Hamadi Boga

Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa, Kenya

International Potato Partnership for Research on Challenges Faced Globally

Nigel Crump

Australian Seed Potato Industry Certification Authority (AuSPICA), Australia

WPC 2026 Gala Dinner & WPC Industry Awards

Closing Ceremony and Transfer of the WPC Flag Ceremony
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TECHNICAL TOUR PROGRAM 

Departures from 7am. Please refer to this schedule for the detailed itinerary: https://wpc2026kenya.com/technical-tours/

THURSDAY, 29 OCTOBER


